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Dear GDS Family and Friends, 
  

We are pleased to present to you the 2019-2020 ñYear in Reviewò. This publication portrays our 

missionï how we COMMIT, INSPIRE and LEAD, academically, athletically and spiritually! Our 

happy students are blessed to be supported by our faculty, staff, Board, parents, grandparents, 

community and alumni. As you browse this publication, I hope you feel as proud as I do to be a part 

of this exceptional school. Although the Coronovirus shut down and disrupted our year on campus, 

we pivoted quickly and efficiently by continuing our academic year remotely. I sincerely thank each 

of you, the GATOR family, who surrounds this school with love and provides a firm foundation that 

truly makes GDS a special place where children can thrive and discover their futures! Stay safe and 

healthy! 

 
Warmest Regards, 
Amie L. Pitts 
Head of School 

  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
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As my time at Glades Day School draws to a close and I reflect on my time spent 

here, there are a few moments that stick out in my mind more than others. Iôve  

attended GDS for 14 years so it is easy to say that I have spent more time inside the 

gates of GDS than anywhere else. In my younger years, I remember meeting 

everyone for the first time and making friends, having no idea that I would be 

spending the next 14 years of my life with some of these people that I met in K4. 

At Glades Day, those kinds of relationships are a guarantee. When I moved to 

the ñother sideò in middle school, I was given opportunities to play sports and 

participate in drama club. I believe these experiences helped shape who I am. There 

are some things that are better learned outside of the classroom, and sports and 

drama club helped me learn leadership skills and how to work as a team, as well as 

perseverance and many other things. A moment that stands out is the first time I sang a solo in one of our 

drama club performances. I was so nervous, but I got up there and did it. Or the first time I did a halftime 

performance at a varsity football game. Again, I was nervous but knowing I was part of a team gave me 

the confidence to perform. Many of the things that I learned outside the classroom, like leadership, 

teamwork, and how to speak or perform in front of others, helped me succeed inside the classroom.  

Luckily, I was in a place where they offered both. While I may forget my locker combination in the years 

to come, I will never forget the memories made at Glades Day School.  

 

 

Board Members from left to 

right: Back Row: Willie Bueno 

(ó87), Billy Sanchez (ó80), Jake 

Davis (ó99-Chairman), David 

Lively (ó96-Treasurer), Matt 

Weeks (ó88-Vice-Chairman). 

Front Row: Scott DesRochers, 

Deena Perryman (ó86), Deanna 

Young (Secretary), and Scott 

Wilkins 
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aƻƻŘȅ .ƛōƭŜ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ Senior Spotlight - Valedictorian 
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Educating the Educators  

GDS students, faculty and staff are very 

excited with the  newly renovated outdoor athletic 

complex. PE classes as well as various sports can 

enjoy the outdoors  even more on our newly 

designed basketball, volleyball, tennis and 4-

square courts!  

FALL FESTIVAL  

The Fall Festival is our biggest family event beginning with the costume 

parade, followed by games, food, raffles and more.   Thank you to the 

families and companies who donated raffle items and sponsored game and 

food booths:  Royals Inc, Lake Hardware, Dr. & Mrs. Ahmed Barhoush, 

Everglades Equipment Group, Florida Crystals, Pope Farms,  Grid 

One Electric, Reliant Fire and Security, C Los Barbershop, 

Stitchworks Plus, Crisôs Tech Repair, Pioneer Growers, A&E Bobcat, 

Moss Towing, and TKM Bengard and McDonaldôs for donating the 

drinks for the junior class drink booth. Thank you to the parents and staff 

that continue to contribute time and money to make this event possible 

and successful! Our raffle winners this year were Wendy Davis-purse, 

Billy Sanchez-gun, and Vicky Euliss-television. This year, Alan Sullivan 

and Glades Roofing split the ñbig money!ò The Fall Festival raised just 

over $11,000 this year! 

 

 

At GDS, we take professional 

development seriously.  With the recent 

spike in mental health issues globally, we 

committed to train our faculty and staff in 

Mental Health First Aid this 

year.  This evidence based program was 

designed to help trained individuals assist 

someone who is experiencing a mental 

health or substance related crisis.  During 

this training, we learned about signs, 

symptoms and risk factors of mental 

illnesses and addictions and ways to 

identify multiple types of professional and          

self-help resources for 

our students.   Our 

students safety and 

well-being is important 

to usΗ 

Unique is the word I would use to describe Glades Day School and its uniqueness 

is what make us a family. From the time you step foot on campus, your identity is no 

longer a number. Coming from public school, I truly saw the difference in the level of 

care and attention. Being involved at GDS, I was able to really connect with students 

and teachers on and off campus. From the time I entered high school, April Maria 

pointed me in the direction to prepare for college. She offered hours after school to 

guide and prepare us for tests outside of school. Glades Day School is the place I found 

my voice. Endless opportunities from sports to honor society, I felt like a kid in a candy 

store. I ran for presidencies, held class meetings, spoke in front of  leadership teams,  

pep rallies and led homecoming activities. GDS prepared and provided these 

opportunities. Memories of battling up and down the football field to bring home 

that win under the Friday night lights are like no other, and Coach Pitts, Seider and 

Threlkeld encouraged us to fight to the end. When you 

attend a sporting event, you donôt just see GDS, you see the 

town of Belle Glade there to show support, like a family. 

Moving to the next chapter will truly be hard. Leaving the 

place I love so much and heading into the world unknown 

will not be easy, but I am beyond prepared. Actually, 

Glades Day is not unique, it is original and nowhere else 

can compare. Thank you Glades Day School, teachers, staff 

and coaches for the best eight years of my life. 

.ǊŀŘȅ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎ 
¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

Senior Spotlight 

Moya  
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6th ANNUAL SKEET SHOOT 

Glades Day School held its 6th annual Skeet Shoot on January 

25th at OK Corral and Gun Club in Okeechobee, FL. It was  great 

change of venue. Sixteen teams participated in the event. We 

raised $10,197.00.  

The Garden Clubôs biggest news is the 

Upper School Student Council bought a 

rain barrel for our vegetable garden. 

We are looking forward to having it 

installed in August! Garden club mem-

bers made thank you cards for the Stu-

dent Council! 

Our Butterfly Garden is thriving, and 

the butterflies have arrived. We have 

butterflies galore! All the Lower School 

students watched as the butterflies went 

through their life cycle. 

The Garden Club prepared the three 

large planter boxes on the east side of 

the Lower School building for a variety 

of plants. We began with the hot pepper 

plants and added tomatoes, cabbage and 

bell peppers! 

Glades Day School maintained its status as a 2020 GREEN SCHOOL OF 

EXCELLENCE. Mrs. Kujawski and Mrs. Maria led the schoolôs initiative this 

year and submitted the schoolôs application to Green Schools Recognition Program 

(GSRP). This program was founded by FAU Pine Jog Environmental Education Center 

to encourage schools to develop cultures of sustainability and environmental 

stewardship in the classrooms, school grounds and in the community. The GSRP 

recognizes schools that are making ñgreenò strides in the following categories: school 

grounds enhancement, school sustainability, curriculum integration, community 

partnerships and administrative support.  

  

  

SAFETY PATROL 

The primary goal of a safety patrol student is to foster 

qualities of leadership and good citizenship. This year, 

sixteen 5th grade students did just that. Their duties included: 

helping the lower school teachers in the morning, raising and 

lowering the flag in the courtyard, presenting daily morning 

announcements and helping out in the car drop off zone. As a 

culminating activity, students and parents traveled to 

Washington DC, Gettysburg and the Amish country. This 

year, the students and parents were lucky enough to go 

before the Coronavirus halted all trips. The students were 

able to see all monuments and sites in Washington and  

presented a wreath and prayer at The Vietnam Memorial to 

the ten local young heroes 

who made the ultimate 

sacrifice. Our trip this year 

ended with an extra side trip 

to Fort McHenry in 

Baltimore, Maryland, where 

Francis Scott Key wrote our 

National Anthem. Now as 

we salute our flag and sing 

the National Anthem, 

students will understand the 

true meaning of the words. 

1st place team-Stein Sugar Farms 2nd place team-Reliant Fire and  

   Securities 
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The Math Club met weekly and was an opportunity for all fourth 

and fifth graders to relate to math in a new and inspiring way. 

Twelve students joined to learn how to play math equations, 

Sudoku and other challenging math games. This experience is 

getting students ready for higher math skills.  

**Chris Anders hit 92/100 sporting clays. 
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The Stem Lab  is designed to strengthen 

fundational knowledge in science. Children 

learn engineering concepts, computer 

programming and how to work with other 

students to achieve a goal.  The Stem Lab 

was incorporated into the 3rd-5th grades 

fine arts 

wheel. 

 

 

 Lego Club  

Under the direction of Miss Langmeyer and 

Mrs. Rodriguez, students in grades    PreK-

2nd grade participated in Lego Club.  This 

club was designed to  be a foundation for 

Robotics and teaches students to 

collaborate as a team  as they build their 

masterpiece. 

The Lower School Student Council is comprised of the entire 5th grade class and three 

4th grade students.  (Madison Baez - President, Bella Bueno-Vice President, Ramsey 

Rimes-Treasurer, Cecilia Marin-Secretary and Dominick Villanueva as Chaplain).  

The Lower School Student Council prepares students for leadership roles on campus. 

They host family events on campus including Donuts with Dad in October, 

Grandparents Day in February and normally Muffins with Mom in May. Unfortunately, 

Muffins with Mom was cancelled due to the Coronavirus.  

Some of the field trips LS Student Council attended this year were the historical Flagler 

Museum where they learned about Flaglerôs contributions to the development of 

Florida through his companies and railroad. Next they visited Lakeside Medical Center 

where students were hands on in the lab as they viewed blood and other specimens 

under the microscope. They learned that working in healthcare means so much more 

than doctors and nurses.  

New this year, was the trip to Florida Crystals for a hands-on, interactive, educational 

presentation at their facility. They toured and explored equipment used in the farm 

industry and visited the highly advanced laboratory in which they are experimenting 

and studying the growth of sugar cane in a new way. Students were shown how drone 

pilots are employed by the company to fly over crops with high resolution lens and 

cameras, as well as specific filters to look for disease, pests, etc.  In the greenhouse, 

students transplanted very small plants into larger containers.  Thank you Florida 

Crystals! 
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     Florida Crystals Tour 
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30 Hour Famine 

FCA & Students serving breakfast 

at the Lighthouse Cafe 

NJHS & NHS  

Gove Christmas Buddies 

21 years and going! 

FFA Farmerôs Market in conjunction with  

The United Way 

Thanksgiving Food Drive by 

Lower School andUpper School  

Hebrews 13:16 MSG 

Make sure you donôt take 

things for granted and go slack 

in working for the  

common good; share what you 

have with others. God takes 

particular pleasure in 

acts of worshipða different 

kind of ñsacrificeòðthat take 

place in kitchen and workplace 

and on the streets. 

Lower School Safety Patrol 

 

American Youth Soccer Organization 

Volunteers 

Lower School Student Council 

Ellaôs Closet Diaper Drive 

Glades Day School  

continues to SAVE LIVES  

by donating blood 
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GRADUATION  

CEREMONY  

July 31, 2020  

7:00 p.m.  

IƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛƎƘǝƴƎ DŀǘƻǊǎΗ 

Caught Ya Lunch 

9-11 Assembly 

Honoring Melanie Austin 

FFA Day 

Gatorettes at  

Gator Growl 

Just finished (ó20) 

        Just started (ó32) 
Forum Club  

of the Palm Beaches Powder Puff Football Game during Homecoming Week 
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Our record was 6-2 and we were playing very 

good baseball! We had fun and were in serious 

contention for a District Championship run.  

¶ Lane Collins, (16 strikeouts in 12 innings 

pitched), and Marquis Clarke (11 strikeouts 

in 7 innings pitched)  

¶ Lorenzo Powe, Kolton DesRochers, Dante 

Marquez, and Marquis Clarke were all in 

the top 20 in the county in batting statistics. 

¶ Koda Ivey, and Dylan Wilkins were 

recognized as some of the top defensive 

players in the county. 

¶ Lane Collins hit a grand slam against 

Atlantic Christian. 

¶ Trevor Robb and Brayden Browder 

combined to pitch a one-hitter with 9 

strikeouts against Pahokee. 

GATOR VARSITY SOFTBALL  

VARSITY BASEBALL  

The Lady Gators were #1 in the district and 

having a great time out on the field until Covid-

19 brought their season to an end for the year.  

I would like to begin by 

thanking our coaches for all 

your time, effort, and dedication 

to our student-athletes.  To the 

parents, thank you for your 

continuous support in making 

our athletic programs as 

successful as possible.  Finally, 

to the student-athletes, thank 

you for your commitment to 

each program in which you 

participated.   

I have always believed athletics 

is a significant part of the 

educational process and one of 

the best educators of life.  The 

true value of athletics lies in 

the process.  The development, 

trials, experiences, and 

relationships that shape our 

student-athletes into men and 

women of character is 

invaluable.  My hope is that 

they hold tightly to these lessons 

and apply them later in life.   

Once again, I am so proud of 

our coaches and student-athletes 

for all their efforts and sacrifices 

during this athletic season.    We 

leave this 2019-2020 year with 

high expectations and look 

forward to another competitive 

and successful upcoming 

season.   

 

Zach Threlkeld 

Athletic Director 

 

Player Recognition:  

¶ Anthony McPhee: ESPN Top 63 Prospect 

for PBC, Palm Beach Post 1st Team All 

Area, Sun Sentinel  2nd Team Offense, 

Nominated for the Lou Groza Player of the 

Year (Football) 

¶ Lorenzo Powe: Sun Sentinel Honorable 

Mention, Palm Beach Post Honorable 

Mention (Football) 

¶ Lane Collins:  Sun Sentinel Honorable 

Mention, (Football) 

¶ Ruth Anne Lively: Sun Sentinel Honorable 

Mention (Volleyball) 

¶ Audrey Ascheman:  Sun Sentinel Honorable 

Mention (Volleyball) 

¶ Hana Lohmann: Sun Sentinel 1st Team, 

(Soccer) 

¶ Hana Lohmann: Palm Beach Post 1st Team, 

(Soccer) 

¶ Jenna Smith: Sun Sentinel  Honorable 

Mention, (Soccer) 

¶ Nicki Ruiz: Sun Sentinel  Honorable Mention, 

(Soccer) 

¶ Sophie Stroud: Sun Sentinel  Honorable 

Mention, (Soccer) 
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